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MEMORANDA — SPIRITUALISM 45 
YEARS AGO—MEDIUMSHIP 
E AND MIND READING. 


—— 


. By Lyman C. Howe. 


In 1863-4 I taught a district school 
in the town of Hornellsville, N. Y. I 
had read some of A. J. Davis' writings, 
some accounts of spiritual manifesta- 
tions, and heard some personal testi- 
mony of things seen and heard. From 
the character of the witnesses and the 
rational consistency of the spiritual 


DE 


Bhllosophy, as then Cope d I was 


moment in the scale of 
id all its ambitions, pleas- 
ievements, were as bub- 


The result was a circle. O what a 
depth of meaning was in everything 
pertaining to this beautiful theme! 
There was no money in it. Money 
was trash beside this wonderful truth. 
We were intensely eager to learn, to 
know more about it, to make ourselves 
worthy the great blessing, to hold the 
mind in such a restful, aspiring, rever- 
ent attitude toward the truth and the 
law that ruled in spiritual things, as 
to invite the wise and good from 
heaven and to make ourselves recep- 
tive to the spirit. Eliza Jane was about 
11 years old. Her brother Marshall 
about 17 or 18. Both were mediums. 
Eliza was moved to write some, and 
to signal in many ways, and answer 
questions by motions of her hand, or 
by words, or both. We soon discov- 
ered that she answered mental ques- 
tions about as readily and correctly 
as those that were spoken aloud. This 
was a wonder. The evidence of a 
spiritual intelligence guiding her move- 
ments was strong and expressed in 
many ways. As we sat around a table 
her brother opposite her, both being 


infiuenced, Mrs. Williams inquired if 
there was any other medium present, 


and if so, to point him, or her, out. 


Eliza's hand at once moved toward 
cher brother. 


I reasoned that she, 
Marshall was mediumistic, 
: sly aista g 


; teachers. he 


But one phase after another developed 
uccession, and every new 
new wonder, and gave 
evidence of a guiding genius unseen 
by mortal eyes. Further 
ments in these progressive 
must be reserved for 
lest we weary the 


in rapid 
phase was a 
develop- 
experiences 
nother paper, 
reader. It will be 
observed that, while our experiences 
were physical, as well as mental, there 
were no such physical phenomena as 
rappings or moving inanimate bodies 
without contact; but this is no reason 
for doubting or undervaluing those 
phenomena, when they do occur, as 
they certainly do at times and in cer- 
tain places. What I have here related 
may seem trivial and tame, to those 
accustomed to some of the more start- 
ling manifestations. But it is not the 
astonishing marvels that always have 
the most value. Often they are a 
source of weakness, since they resem- 
ble jugglery, and seem too unnatural to 
be true. LYMAN C. HOWE. 


SOME PSYCHICAL EXPERIENCES 
OF CHARLES P. COCKS. 


Spirit phenomena are facts. There 
are many wonderful evidences of it 
presented, despite the many apparent 
efforts to undervalue it. , 

Independent writing is a fact, and 
so is materialization, or the apparition 
of the spirit upon our plane of phys- 
ical consciousness. 

Undoubted testimony to.these facts 
can be produced without limit. And 
right her I would like to suggest that 
the editors of our leading Spiritualist 
papers devote more space to giving 
publicity to well attested accounts of 
such phenomena when thousands of 
awakened and inquiring minds are 
eager for the truth. 

These papers, loo 
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d upon as our _ 


take mediums are tested and ex- 
perimented with under the most cri- 
cial conditions They have been se- 
curely locked into w cabin 

bound in many way ind 
materialized just the 
terial limitation 


our 


Same i 
in hold back the 
manifesting intelligences 
enomena occur not only in 
the medium, but 
1er private dwellings outside 
publie 


nents of 


wn, and on the 
platform 

These instruments of the 
world are sadly misunderstood. With- 
out them there would be little need 
for lectures to expound the philosophy. 

Among these is one who has been 
much talked about of late, both pro 
and con. Those who know her best 
do not believe she is guilty of pervert- 
ing her wonderful powers, or would 
knowingly or willfully perpetrate a 
fraud or dishonest act. To assume 
that she would do so under all the cir- 
cumstances is incredible. That medi- 
um is Mrs. Mabel Aber Jackman of 
Chicago.- That she has remained right 
there and followed up the work that 
her guides have for her to do is to 
her credit. How is it that when me- 
diums have been accused of fraudulent 
acts in their seances that they, if gen- 
aine, have vindicated themselves by 
giving seances under most searching 
test conditions? Is there not a lesson 
in that fact? 

This medium, Mrs. Jackman, if not 
genuine, for that particular phase, has 
no conceivable reason to assume to 
give materialization at all, and would 
be most injudicious in attempting it; 
but from every standpoint I see no 
reason to question it. 

The writer was more interested in 
her powers as an independent slate 


spirit 
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itatement is but a faint insight 
rreat and interes things 
eived, and doubtless there 


who 


ting 


peat their ex- 
ater interest 


are many could 
equal 
with vastly greater powers of expres- 
sion, and it is hoped they may be en- 
couraged to do so. 
CHAS. P. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


periences of 


COCKS. 


The following beautiful thoughts de- 
scriptive of the processes of death 
taken from the writings of the great 
and pioneer, Andrew 


are 
seer Jackson 
Davis: 

“Thoughts that, are associated with 
the process of dying, and with the state 
of death, are to some minds dark, 
doubtful, cheerless and disconsolating; 
while to others death seems a wel- 
come state, productive of peace, quiet- 
ness, blessing and elevation. It is in a 
degree terrifying to all, and to many it 
seems of all things the most to be 
dreaded and shunned. It is generally 
feared by the brave and the timid, the 
wise and the foolish, the old and the 
young. It is to all a fearful process, 
rendered much more so by the prospect 
of a cold and unrelenting grave! This, 

-I perceive, is in consequence of wrong- 
ly apprehending the process of dying, 
and of not knowing the ineffable beau- 
ties that surround the living man when 
it escapes the outer form. 

"As soon as the human organization 
is perfected in its form, size and gen- 
eral developments, and as soon as the 
period has arrived when the spirit exer- 
cises its full control over the body, the 
process of transformation commences. 
The ehange is imperceptible, yet it is 
incessant and progressive. The body 
is not dying for a few hours only, but 
for many years, during which time the 
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sorbed by the spirit, of which it then 
becomes the material form. At this in- 
stant the body manifests faint and al- 
most imperceptible movements, as if it 
were grasping for the life which had 
fled; and there are contortions of the 
countenance, spasmodic contractions 
of the muscles, and seeming efforts of 
the whole frame to regain its animat- 
ing soul. 

“Such are the visible appearances 
connected with the process of death. 
But these are deceptive; for the proc- 
ess occurring in theinterior is far more 
beautiful thanit is possible to describe, 
When the body contracts its muscles 
and apparently manifests the most ag- 
onizing and writhing efforts, it is mere- 
ly an open indication of joy unspeak- 
able in the inner being, and of ecstasy 
unknown to all but itself. When the 
countenance is contorted pain is not 
experienced; but such is an expression 
of ineffable delight. And when the 
body gives forth its last possession, a 
smile is impressed on the countenance 
which of itself is an index of the 
brightness and resplendent beauty that 
pervade the spirit’s home! In the last 
moments of outer life the spiritual per- 
ceptions are greatly expanded and 
illuminated, and the spirit is thus ren- 
dered competentto behold the immense 
possessions of its second habitation. 

"It is given me to know these truths 
by daily experiencing them, and hav- 
ing them verified in the frequent tran- 
‘sitions that occur within my being, 
from the outer to the inner world, or 
from the lower to the higher spheres. 
I speak, therefore, from personal ex- 
perience, which is knowledge fully 
confirmed by the unvarying sensations 
and phenomena that occur. 

“The butterfly escapes its gross and 
rudimental body, and wings its way to 
the sunny bower, and is sensible of its 
new existence. The drop of water that 


tion leaves the body and becomes the 
Form of my spirit. This form, then, 
is the body which I possess while occu- 
pying higher positions in material ex- 
istence. Inasmuch, then, as the body 
is thus deserted, I am enabled, by 
causes unrelated, to behold the posses- 
sions of the Second sphere, and to 
commune with the knowledge there ex- 
isting, together with that of the earth. 
This elevation assists me to penetrate 
with spiritual perception the whole ar- 
cana of the various earths in the Uni- 
verse. 

"Thus I am constantly experiencing 
a transition from the outer to the inner 
sphere of thought, existence and in- 
vestigation. ` This change will be ex- 
perienced by all, though the means by 
which it will be accomplished may 
seem in some instances painful, terri- 
fying and disconsolating. Death, or 
the transition so termed, is, however, 
of all things the most to be admired, 
and its prospect is the first thing to be 
cherished and appreciated.” 


ANNIHILATION. 

Editor Light of Truth: I recently 
sent the following communication con- 
cerning Mr. Charles Dawb: 

Article” to a Chicago pape 

his essay appeared. The 
clined it, and as I do not 

the hen set too long, I ask | ' 
assist me in pulling her oit. , 


3 


to return. It may be they go automat- 
ically; I guess that is it. But I can 
imagine that as they return they sud- 
denly cease to remember, and -not 
knowing that they have once been 
earth partners, they may even become 
polite to each other, Another grand 
result of this beautiful doctrine en- 
courages me. I have ever feared hav- 
ing to be appointed on some committee 
in spirit life to return to earth life on 
some mission of mercy. This has har- 
rowed my conscience extremely—as 
much so as it does some folks to wash. 
Well, thank Heaven, I shall be freed 
from that duty, for no one in real spirit 
life will know anything about earth 
life—the necessary vibrations will be 
wanting. So we will not be worried 
with returning to earth to help the 
needy. We get at this by a thorough 
knowledge of states of discrete con- 
sciousness. Before Brother D. flashed 
upon the terrestrial sensorium our sci- 
entific psychologist had ignorantly 
ascribed these different states to mo- 
lecular brain changes, They, in their 
obtuseness, would have us believe that 
when we escape from the physical 
brain the cause of change is removed, 
and that the- changeless E might 
ss ROS 


Like at least one of your dte. 4t 


respondents I have been reading those 
fascinating articles of Brother Daw- 


barn, in which he so plainly exhibits 


the doctrine that all our’ wrongs anc 
crimes of this life will be wiped from 
memory in the next. This is delight- 
ful! I am aware that some pium 


mind may not at once 
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Experiments In Direct Spirit Writing. 


n 


Agreeable to arrangements by which 
a series of experiments in Psycho- 
graphy, or direct slate writing, con- 
ducted by the able medium, Mr. Fred 
P. Evans, of New York, The Light of 
Truth herewith presents the first of 
the series, They bear undisputable 
testimony to the fact of intercourse 
between mundane and supra-mundane 
intelligences. The slates used are the 
property of the gentlemen whose 
names they bear and are kindly loaned 
| for these exhibits. Regarding the ex- 
l periments Mr. Evans says: 


DATA FOR EXPERIMENT NO 1. 
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~ Mr. Edgar Greenleaf Bradford pre- 
sented himself for seance at 10:45 a. 
m. Saturday, May 13. A single slate 
5x7 after being cleaned was held by 
Mr. Bradford with both hands, i. e. 


of wheat 

at which 

sat, and the slate 

over the pencil. Mr. 

en ' . «he annexed 
on the slate and placed his 
? slate and question, 


| | FRED. P. EVANS, MEDIUM. 


o 


words of first answer 
middle 


in colors, aud 


and last words of 2d unswer 
E. G. BRADFORD 

After sitting in this manner 10 min 
utes, the slate was raised and exam- 
ined by Mr. Bradford and found to 
contain complete answers to his ques- 
tions, besides fulfilling his request to 
have the third, fifth, eighth and ninth 
words of question number one an- 
swered or written in colors—also com- 
plying with his request to have the 
first, middle and last words of question 
number two answered in colors. Mr. 
Bradford, the investigator, had been 
affiliated with the spirit communicant 


Ist, 


Vas, 


ce LA Ans 


MOLAR. SA : 


EXPERIMENT NO. I. 


Nelson Sizer, when the latter was with 
Fowler & Wells, on the earth plane. 

The slates used were 5x7 "Ameríca's 
Best Slate." The table used was a 
plain white pine kitchen table, 30x40 
inches, and sat between two large win- 
dows in a room 18x18 feet square, per- 
fect light of noonday on table and 
slates, with slates under sitter’s own 
hand during experiment. 


DATA FOR EXPERIMENT NO. 2. 


Dr. David Skinner sat under same 
conditions as per Experiment No. 1, 
given to Mr. Bradford, with the fol- 
lowing exceptions. After obtaining 
several slates full of writing pertain- 
ing to his private life, two 5x7 school 
slates were given to the doctor to 
Magnetize. After this was done Dr. 
Skinner wrote his name in full across 
the surface of each slate with ordinary 
slate pencil. The slates were then 
placed together (the signature of the 
doctor being on the two inner sur- 
faces), a piece of slate pencil between 


END 
and a rubber band placed around the 
two slates, which were then laid 
the table at the doctor right 
At a signal by raps being given filt 
minutes later to open the slate t wa 
discovered that the lows late wa 


written full on both sides, containing 


numbered answers to 15 question 

which are of too private a nature to 
produce here; whilst the upper lat« 
(the under side) was found to be writ 
ten with nine different brilliant shade: 


noticed that this 
writing to have 


It will be 
shows the 
written over the 
written by Dr Skinner, 
the case with the 
three sides 
slates were 


of colors. 
slate been 
signature 
the same 
lower slate, so that 
surfaces of the 
filled with writing in 
swer to questions written by the 
tor, F. P. EVANS 
Editor's Note It will be observed that 
occasional letters and 
indistinct or entirely 
This defect 
various colors in which the 
ing appeared, of which 
ble of photographic reproduction 


previously 
being 
or two 
an 


dox 


some of 
Invisible on th« 
is due to tlhe 


ure 
photographs 
original wri 


some are imposs] 


m dett LAR 
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Chis i lso true of the personal a 


ni Í n vt t ceientifio observer 


Vitae, of "Direct Spirit Writ 
i Colo ten color in all, be 
en two slats in full davlight The 
umstance under which this oceur 
ed, a related by the experimenter 
bar out all opportunity for any other 
ational explanation than the one 
claimed 
Again, the testimony of Brother Ly 
man ¢ Howe, in this same direction, 
is but corroborative of ten thousand 
witnesses 
Still again, the account submitted 
by four gentlemen of the manifesta 
tions that took place at the home of 
me or the T Seattle Wash, 
through the medfumship of Mr El- 
sie Reynolds, a lady who for mary 
years has been pu denounced 
and defended, alternates and respect- 
ively, by equally honest and inte'li- 
gent person is of most startling in- 
terest. The details, if correctly given, 
show extraordinary materializing 
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EXPERIMENT NO. 2, 


VERIFY PHENOMENA. 


No religion known to history has 
anything like the foundation that Spir- 
itualism has, in the way of demon- 
strated facts to support its special 
claims. Evidence of spiritual occur- 
rences, transcending the laws of phys- 
ics as known to modern science, are 
as manifold in number as they are in 
character. And what makes them ad- 
ditionally valuable, is that living wit- 
nesses testify to their actualíty. 

The last issue of Light of Truth is 
unusually rich in its record of maryel- 
ous manifestations. 

The phenomenalist could but be sat- 
isfied with friend Giles B. Stebbins' ac- 
count Of "Music from a locked piano. 
No visible hands near," as attested to 
by himself and a score of well-known 
men and women. The circumstances 
under which this took place were 
clearly such as to render any question 
as to its occurrence, substantially as 
recorded, beyond all cavil. 


power. The facts, as stated, are of 
such a character that, for the sake of 
the general reader, they ought to be 
more rully authenticated and sworn to. 
The statements justify backing up by 
personal affidavits. 'Thus is the truth 
established. 

We have an abundance of spiritual 
facts of the grandest character, which, 
to individuals, are simply overwhelm- 
ing. Let these be ON eae 
tangible and available manner, Lo 
prgsent use and future good. 
GEORGE A. BACON. 
Washington, D. C., May 20, '99. 


“What's your purpose here?" asked 
the savage. “We're going to civilize 
you," answered the white man, who 
had just landed, "Ah! What method 
do you use—Springfield, Lee-Metford, 
or Krag-Jorgensen?" — Washin 
Star. 


THE NEW TESTAMENT 0 
By J. H. Dewey, M. D. $2. 
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article by Mi 
Light 
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Editor An 
appeared in the 


lo the 
Hlodgett lately 
of Truth that |t 
not to go unanswered 

It la an cxample of special pleading 
in favor of the present conditions such 
as the most cunning adversary of the 
laboring surpass It 
reminds lavery re 
ferred to by the 
Vile abomination, 


i» could not 

days of 
when that mont 
um of all vil 


elas 
one of the 
writer 
that a 


Ininleg of earth, had its apologists and 


defenders on every rostrum, in almost 
every pulpit, all over this broad land 
Few dared to uphold it In the abstract 
and when asked the question direct, 
"Do you call it right?" “N-no, but," 
or “I have been there and witnessed 
its workings, and it Is not so bad as 
represented," and the like, and this 
spirit led to that eternal compromising 
that ended In war, 

The fact of a man's being able to buy 
more articles necessary to his comfort 
today with his wages than he could 
fifty years ago has not a thing to do 
with the question. 

in old times when very little wealth 
was produced the creator of it had his 
full share, except farm hands, or near- 
er so than now. Enormous wealth, a 
surplus by a hundred fold, is now pro- 
duced, ond wages by no means corre- 
spond with the wealth. Earned by toll, 
nearly all of it goes to the owners of 
bonds, stocks, shares devices invented 
along with legal tender money to rob 
the masses, Moreover the condition of 
the people in these United States sixty 
and fifty years ago was so comfortable 


in t0 astonish all travellers from Eu 


to this. Dickens said a faming meteor 
in the sky Would not create more as- 
abt Bie oo 9 ds ight o 
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utands still, for 
Meanwhile, 
able, in 
mangon re 


Nothing 
the order 


of eitizen 
ward or back | 
r the fe 
telligent 


w become more alert, 
the 
more 


and powerful, 
main inert, growing hopeless 
ind. ine 

l'his I alarming 
up every generous soul, 
very rich men, great millionaires even, 
have expressed thelr fears and offered 
to give of thelr means without limit to 
revolutionize Not n soul 
sodden and bestiali 


but bewalls the eon 


apable 
It hae stirred 
Thousands of 


mont 


reform ot 
but such na are 
fled with greed, 
dition 


All literature fore 


resounda with 
casta of coming calamity, and proph 
ecy is not silent, In view of these facts, 
listen to this, the final utterance of a 
man who comes in the guize of a 
friend to labor and mankind, Mr, Sam- 
uel Blodgett; 

"Now I come to a curlosity that I 
have never been quite able to solve, 
The howls and walls of reformers have 
increased In proportion as the times 
have grown better. It is all right to 
clamor for Improvement, and point out 
the methods of having better times 
still; but I wish these well meaning 
people would manifest less bitterness 
toward the exceptionally successful, 
and would be more exact inthelrstate- 
ments concerning the past and the 
present.” 

And there never was a time when 
a man could getwo many comforts and 
luxuries with his earnings as during 
the last 25 years. We are told there is 
"no danger to our free institutions 
from a few.” 

This statement reveals more than 
any other of the real condition we are 
in as a nation, the ignorance of the 
masses, If all had equal opportunities 
this would be true, but a few now have 
all the opportunities and are therefore 


more powerful than millions, If he 
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TRUTH, 
our free Institutions? “By thelr fruita 
ye shall know them"--so when we sea 
Lincoln's prophecy fulfilled, “corpora- 
tions enthroned, ete," monopolies all 
operating together, “framing Iniquity 
Into law,” and through these secret re- 
baton (nn In the case of railroads), de- 
atroying our liberties, by destroying all 
freedom of and equal opportunities of 
trade; plundering the many, enriching 
the few; In It any wonder that thought- 
ful men shudder at what the future for- 
bodes, and ask each other if the repub- 
lie, alrendy lost, can ever be restored? 
In It any wonder, I ask again, that 
when men, good men and true, see 
thelr own loved ones, In common with 
thousands of others, suffering from 
that bitter poverty that is bred of laws 
fostering usury and competition for 


the masses—no more equality, no more . 


hope for the milllona—when thousands 
see a few enjoying all the opportunities 
created by human genius and toll ab. 
sorbed by a small class, themselves ex- 
cluded; is it any wonder, I say, that 
men have little respect for law and the 
supreme court? It would be a greater 
calamity if they did, when the supreme 
court of nature declares nine-tenthe 
of our law& unconstitutional, 

True, in the beginning our govern- 
ment was established to prevent mo- 
nopoly, to protect the weak and and to 
maintain equality. If now it fosters 
monopoly, protecta the strong, and 
maintains injustice, it deserves no re- 
apect or loyalty, merits no obedience, 
and will get none. It becomes a great 
conspiracy against human rights; an 
organized force to protect the rich, 
who have secured the wealth from the 
tollers who earned it; to protect prop- 
erty rights against human rights; in 
other words, to protect the aristocracy 
from the people, - 

Mr. Blodgett thinks: 


Aur natitutjons fall jt. 


"If our republi- 


ill not b 
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Premium Offer 


S^» FOR o 
Renewals and New Sub” 


scribers to the 


Lightof Truth. 


This Company has made some 
premium offers heretofore in the 
way of books and pamphlets, but 
it has remained for this time and 
place to make an offer which par- 
takes of the nature of an irresistible 
inducement. 

Remember we have been selling 
most of the pamphlets we now give 
away. 


LOOK AT THIS. 
We will give to every person re- 
newing the subscri for one 
year, ani to y 


us a new subscription for- 
the RONDE booke 


tt BY PROF. J. 
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In this article, T pro I propose to examine 
al and moral teachings of 
Chr "What were the sources 
o doctrine? The claim of 
its advocates is that all its doctrines 
| revealed directly from God. That 
man could have learned them in no 
other way. And that this revelation 
is contained in the Bible, and there 
only. The Bible is the original and 
only depository of the mind and will 
of God to man. 
Now, nothing can be claimed as orig- 
inal which existed before. Nothing 


is a revelation which was known and 
taught before the assumed revelation 
made. B 


the facts and doc- 

ed in the Bible were 
am long before the Bi- 
EN were in existence, 


wreak his hatred on men during this 
life; but not so with the loving Heav- 
enly Father of the Christians. Noth- 
ing can satisfy him but an eternity of 
agony for unfortunate humanity. End- 
less torture of countless míllions can 
only suffice to glut his appetite for 
vengeance. This is the proud distinc- 
tion of Christianity, that it alone pre- 
sents a God whose hate is insatiable— 
whose wrath never abates, whose uni- 
verse resounds with endless groans, 
whose shining glory is made up of the 
livid flashes of flames that wind like 
serpents around the howling, shriek- 
ing devils and men. His inmost heart 
of love vibrates with deific pleasure 
in response to the endles wail of bil- 
lions damned. Responsive to this eter- 
nal outflow of unappeasable wrath, 
the swelling halelujahs of the redeem- 
ed are made harmonious by the deep 
sub-base of the endless groans of their 
relatives in hell. 
Another of the basic doctrines of 
anity is miraéulism. The be- 
: the Bible and of 


and the Christian church have always 
like a the pathway of 
knowledge, and every science been 
obliged to fight its v 
under its anathemas. 
Another prominent doctrine of 
Christianity is persecution for opin- 
ions. The Christian, the Bible test, is 
not the righteousness of man’s con- 
duct, but the correctness of his faith. 
He that believes in Jesus shall be 
saved, but the  unbeliever shall be 
damned. The remorseless butcheries 
of the Old Testament were because of 
diverse religions, and the endless 
damnation of the New is for the same 
offense. Christianity proclaims that 
every spirit medium is de ving of 
death. Thou shalt not suffer a witch 
to live—a man or woman that hath a 
familiar spirit shall be put to death is 
the irrepealable law of the Christian’s 
God. Every one that shall “blaspheme 
the name of the Lord shall be put to 
death." And parents who have an un- 
godly son shall be the first to cast 
stones to put him to death. Christians 
are to come out and be separate from 
the unbelievers, and if à heretic comes 
along they are forbidden to eat with 
him or to receive him into their 
houses. And Paul directs that an of- 
fending member be ‘delivered to Sa- 
tan for the destruction (torture) of the 
flesh." Whatever else the church may 
have forgotten, the persecution of un- 
believers has never been neglected. 
Why should it? If "vengeance is 
mine, I will repay saith the Lord," 
why should not his faithful worshipers 
share in the glory and joy of inflicting 
that vengeance? Can man be tte 
more perfect ex to be in sympath 
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hall eat drink ot vhere 
hall be clothed.” And hi 
for thi l nonsense He points 
to the lillie of the field God be 
fies them, he will also clothe 
What logic The be 
friars of the Christian church are only 
part of the great harvest of immoral- 
ity growing out of this teaching. 
Another of the immoral teachings 
of Christianity is that phy é mu- 
tilation will tend to spiritual salvation. 
The right hand was to be cut off, or 
the eye plucked out. And all through 
the history of the church this infernal 
doctrine has been in some form carried 
out, If the lecherous, celibate priest- 
hood had practiced it as did Origen we 
should have had the pages of church 
history freer from the polluting stains 
which disfigure its pages; and fewer 
fornicators and adulterers would’ have 
occupied the papal throne and the 
bishop’s palaces. But the flagellations 
have largely ceased, yet the priest im- 
posed penances and fasts still attest 
the existence of this monstrous false- 
hood that physical pain can secure 
spiritual blessings. 
It must never be forgotten that 
Christianity has sanctioned and prac- 
ticed slavery all through its history. 
Both the Testaments approve it. Only 
as so-called infidelity has prevailed 
has this terrible curse been abated. In 
our own day bishops have declared 
that the warrant for holding slaves 
was founded on the Golden Rule! 
Slavery would have been impossible 
without war, and hence, Christianity 
has sanctioned and blessed the system 
of wholesale murder. Its priests are 
always at the front, and its churches 
resound with the Te Deums and songs 
at the news of slaughter. 
et ae YAT i css p 
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a true principle why not consider the 


vast array of business machinery by 
which “something for nothing" is at- 
tained, as being right and holy." Why 
not legitimate all forms of lottery and 
gambling? They are all carrying out 
God's own method of allowing the un- 
deserving to share the richest bless- 
ings. 

There must be-the sense of eternal 
shame on the part of every intelligent 
spirit who realizes that what he pos- 
sesses does not belong to him by any 
principle of desert or merit. I would 
starve in eternal hunger before I 
would eat the food doled out by the 
hand of a partial pity. I would join 
my friends in hell before I would take 
a seat in heaven to praise the unright- 
eous giver of good undeserved. This 
teaching of atonement demeans and 
demoralizes man. There is no phase 
of human degradation more pitiable 
and contemptible than the willingness 
to fill the pauper’s seat and share the 
unearned blessings of others’ produc- 
tion. This is the ceaseless effort of 
Christianity. It compasses sea and 
land to reduce the race to the degraded 
condition of willing paupers who 
glory in their shame, and glory also 
in the doctrine which degrades them. 

If the moral teachings of Christian- 
ity were fully carried out we should 
sink below the beast. But fortunately 
man is better than the creeds he sub- 
scribes to or the religion he professes. 

(To be Continued.) 


“PHENOMENA AND PHILOSOPHY.” 


Editor Light of Truth: With no de- 
sire for controversy, but only to set 
certain things right, we wish to say 
for ourselves and our associates of the 
First Association of Spiritualists of 
Washington, by way of reply to Mr. 


effort to the ers of Light of Truth, 
in its issue of April 22nd, to belittle 
Mrs. Richmond's  ministrations in 
Pike gi ae the past 


THE LIGHT OF TRUTH. 


itual states to be 
shows 


administered unto, 
à lack of spiritual hospitality 
and development as unfortunate as it 
is common. 

It is the opinion of many intelligent 
Spiritualists throughout the land that 
at the close of a highiy instructive 
spiritual discourse, by any one of a 
hundred x ia good lecturers, such 
should not have their good effect de- 
stroyed by the introduction of mani- 
festations, cheap or otherwise. 

Spiritual congregations, as a rule, 
especially in our large cities, are not 
made up of those who seek through 
public platform phenomena, evidences 
of a future life. The vast majority of 
them have already been fully convinced 
of this fact, and they seek to have this 
great fact complemented by the phi- 
losophy naturally growing out of this 
gratifying knowledge. Why should 
such be constantly subjected to a repe- 
tition of the alphabet? 

Neither Mrs. Richmond nor the 
First association desired to have the 
manifestations and the philisophy at 
one and the same time, while both she 
and the society are no less consistent 
upholders of the phenomena than is 
Mr. Mayer, who seems to care only for 
the manifestations. There are Spirit- 
ualists and Spiritualists. Those on the 
physical plane usually have no use for 
other than physical manifestations. 

Both the character and success of 
Mrs. Richmond's meetings in Wash- 
ington attest the wisdom of her ef- 
forts. These have been greater, all 
things considered, than the method 
previously followed. Phenomena 
meetings were  "tabooed" from our 
platform, as intimated by Mr. Mayer, 
but were held under the auspices of 
the association every week, when a 
suitable medium was available; of late 
chiefly by Mr. Pierrie Keeler, whose 
ability and reliabilit 


few" look c qu ee] 
a bad a Ln 


two years, in doing away with a ten- 
cent door admission fee, and placing 
what often proved to be incongruous 
manifestations, in juxtaposition if not 
antagonism, with spiritual discourses 
—by substituting free meetings of the 
highest order, furnishing to apprecia- 
tive minds spiritual teachings unsur- 
passed, if equalled, in pulpit or on 
platform anywhere in the country; 
and while recognizing the importance 
of both the phenomena, in the nature 
of tests, and the philosophy of Spirit- 
ualism, wisely refrained from indis- 
criminately mixing the two in their 
public meetings on Sunday, holding 
that the teachings of the guides 
through the lips of Mrs. Richmond con- 
stituted one of the highest and most 
wonderful phases of phenomena known 
to Spiritualism. He also makes special 
reference to appeals made by the presi- 
dent for funds. During the first year 
one appeal was made to an appreciative 
audience, and it netted about $90. Dur- 
ing the last year two appeals were 
made with gratifying results; while 
during the former management, of 
which Mr. Mayer was the head and 
front, the president never allowed a 
service to be held, either morning or 
evening, without a special plea for 
money, or monthly subscribers, as the 
door collections were totally inade- 
quate to defray necessary expenses. 
Further comment is unnecessary. Very 
respectfully, 

J. V. WINTYRE, Pres. 

G. A. BACON. " 

F. R. STOCKS. 

We H CROWELL. 

MARY FLAGLER. 

MRS. C. R. CHAPMAN. 

Trustees. 
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Fourth—Who now of the wise and 
good dare gainsay the wonderful and 
exact diagnosing of disease by good 
clairvoyants? Learned and great M. 
Ds. years since had to admit it was 
an exact method to tell a disease, 10- 
cate it, but they could not prescribe 
for it. 

Fifth—All disease is inharmony; 
health is or should be the natural con- 
dition, very good and beautiful; it is 
the real life of the body for man and 
animals as well as plants. Thus the 
first chief office of any doctor is to re- 
store this normal condition, and this 
first comes with quiet, easy passivity— 
the faith of the patient. The allopath 
seeks to gain this equilibrium with 
positive counteracting poisons—drugs. 
The homeopath with mild remedies 
seeks to soothe and cure, while Faith 
and Christian Scientists use will, 
prayer and good, kind advice. 

And why not these last influences 
best control and gain the desired end, 
or namely: faith, prayer and rest ver- 
sus drugs and M. Ds.? 

Sixth—No one can refute the won- 
ders and good of magnetism in all 
nervous or sympathetic ills, weak- 
nesses, etc. This will restore quickly 
the equilibrium of the system and ar- 
rest disease. 

Massage, the Swedish movement 
ud kneading and working the limbs, 
is really the best cure for | 
systems, to energize | and gain | 
tone and vigor—restore life 
than all drugs and compounds, - 

And finally, it is ACC HE ntair Tof 

» .Ds. to 
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“Seeing that ye are encompassed by 
a cloud of witnesses.” 


The citizen’s indifference to the af- 
fairs of his city, state and nation is a 
confession of a heathen selfishness in 


Before the problem of the after life 
ali material interests, effects, plans 
and purposes sink into insignificance; 

Bs they due. ‘buried in ede That 
problem: Roxon Mie noth res need 


There never has been an objection 
made to Modern Spiritualism that was 
not made to the primitive Christianity 
and to every other philosophical, sci- 
entific and religious movement. All 
have suffered alike in this respect. 


MASTER SERVICE. 


ambitions that can inspire 
» none is so high as that 
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without the line drawn across the lim- 
itations of sophistry. 'The moral idea 
is getting to be stronger than armed 
force, "Peace on earth, good will to 
men” is slowly becoming more than a 
figure of speech. And what does it all 
if not the discipline which forces out 
and beyond the limitations of the in- 
tellectual chrysalis the soul, the all 
powerful and rightful monarch of 
Being. In this is to be seen the spur 
which goads us on to a security for 
Which the changes and transforma- 
.ions of earth life have no parallel or 
analogy. It ought to be the divine 
wish of all men—men with power in 
their hands, men who wield influences 
of various qualities—that this spur 
should be added to their equipment 
for without it they are weak indeed. 
The influence of him or her who 
speaks for the ethical conduct of that 
mighty world where the will of the 
Father is done, cannot be measured in 
terms of material wealth nor by any 
standard that marks the evanescent 
honors and glories of mortal life. It is 
to bring that ethical conduct into the 
earth world, to make it possible for all 
who aspire to inherit, to remove the 
hyena from human society and invite 
the lamb into it, to make health con- 
tagious and install “a long immunity 
from grief and pain," to help the 
strongly weak and the weakly strong 
to see their true positions one toward 
another, all this constitutes the ac- 
tivities of that service which should 
be the one master ambition of this life. 


The reading of Professor Loveland's 
papers on Comparative Religion, sec- 
tion—Christianity, will bring forcibly 
to mind iere uper d of the in- 


„tello ctu VL 0] 


Christianity as a dogmatic system. 
Professor Loveland is nothing if not 
clear, and turgid in his statements, 
and the value of his papers with re- 
spect to Christianity is to be found in 
the unanswerable logic in which the 
subject is set forth. However, apart 
from this bold and searching exposure 
of the basis upon which rests nearly 
every sect and church in Christendom, 
the paper is of little importance. It 
shows up in a fresh light the appalling 
monstrosity which has permeated hu- 
man thought for centuries and that is 
all. The world has not had any Chris- 
tianity as yet. The confounding of 
. garbled tradition, forgery and inter- 
polation of the Bible narrative with 
the palpable principles of moralism 
the iniquity of the ages. 
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NOTES AND COMMENTS 


One of the most notable acts of the 
state legislative season of 1899 is the 
passage by the Michigan legislature of 
an income tax law. It begins with in- 
comes of from $1,000 to $2,500, and 
taxes them a quarter of 1 per cent; 
incomes of from $2,500 to $,000 are to 
be taxed one-half of 1 per cent, and all 
incomes above $5,000 1 per cent. In- 
comes of corporations organized in 
Michigan are also to be taxed. Now 
watch the first test case and see how 
auterely and conclusively the supreme 
court, that “watch dog of the people's 
rights," will declare the law “unconsti- 
tutional." 
+ * + 

There is something about the pre. 
amble of Rev. Henry Frank's new so- 
ciety for “the rational and scientific 
investigation of alleged psychic phe- 
nomena” that we do not like. As the 
editor of Mind says: “As well-wishers 
of the new society we earnestly ad- 
vise the directors to drop the word al- 
leged from their prospectus. Psychic 
phenomena are no longer “alleged” — 
their existence is admitted by every 
one who is not either an ignoramus or 
a bigoted materialist.” This is about 
as the average Spiritualist would 
put it. 

* * » 

The feminine church hat, like the 
theater hat, must be doffed. It is only 
a question of time, and we know of a 
few stuffy hais where Spiritualists 
hold their meetings in which the inno- 
vation would work to advantage. Out 
in Kansas City not long ago a church- 
goer wrote to a newspaper that he 
would pay no more pew rent at his 
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m nA with the Tenult that the 
feminine members of the church ca- 
pitulated and removed their new 
spring headgear at the opening ser- 
vice. 

In another Missouri town a little 
later a preacher hit upon an ingenious 
scheme to induce the feminine mem- 
bers of his congregation £o remove 
their hats in church. After making 
the usual formal request he added: 
"My request does not apply to those 
whose hair might come off with the 
hat, nor to those who.might be em- 
barrassed by a display of physieal in- 
firmities." The hats were promptly 
removed. z 

* * * 

A certain class of Londoners does 
not appear to take very kindly to the 
publication in that city of Sunday 
newspapers, Which innovation has just 
been introduced by The Daily Mail and 
The Leader. On a recent Sabbath a 


at the eh dien of n remarks he 
burned a copy of The Daily Mail in 
the HS a by way of an 


on his moral 


blunt 


other 


must have à live 
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day the sheriff of Newcastle flogged 
fifteen men, imposing on their naked 
backs from ten to twenty lashes each 
and there was a party of ladies (?) 
among the spectators. 

* » o» 

Here is à bit of good news for Roger 
Williams which the Light of Truth 
undertakes to convey to the spirit 
who once bore that name. It is pos- 
sible that his banishment may effect 
the transmission of the ukase to him 
in the ordinary channels. 

Ld 5 

Several clergymen and other citizens of 
Cambridge have petitioned the Massachu- 
setts legislature to revoke the sentence of 
banishment passed against Roger Williams 
in 1635 by the general court, inasmuch as 
his “doctrine of religious liberty, for ad- 
vocating which he was banished, has be 
come the fundamental sentiment of Chris- 


tendom."' 


The science of nomenclature is the 
taking of names collectively of the 
objects of study or inquiry. It is dis- 
tinguished from terminology, in that 
the former has to do with the names 
assigned to classes, orders, tribes, 
genera, species, etc, while the latter 
defines the various words used in de- 
scribing a thing, or a class, species, 
etc. Doubtless the student of both 
nomenclature and terminology will be 
interested in Mr Danmar’s paper, “The 
Quintessence of Spiritualism,” on the 
tenth page of this issue of Light of 
Truth. The writer is agreed on 
the facts and believes philosophy 
should be an open question. It is 
then a matter of terminology which 
he seeks to throw light upon, and it 
must be admitted that his paper is 
timely in that respect. It may be that 


ne 


"philosophy and of students and in 
quirers in certain quarters who with- 
hold a direct avowal of belief in Spir- 
itualism. A reconstruction of termi- 
nology and nomenclature will set 
these people right. The facts remain 
undisturbed, 


Rev. Dr. Austin, a notice of whose 
trial for heresy appeared in these col- 
umns last week, was found guilty. 
One of the charges was that in a ser- 
mon delivered by him last winter Dr. 
Austin "upheld a fraudulent system of 
Spiritualism contrary to the teach- 
ings of Methodism.” Just what a 
fraudulent system of Spiritualism is 
was left to be conjectured, but the re- 
sult was to be expected. The Methodist 
district conference meets at Windsor, 
Ontario, June Ist, to which Dr Austin 
has appealed, and which body must 
de him from the church. ae 


est that has ever t n p 
Dominion. He i one of the fi ara 


DR. SAVAGE ON PROOFS OF 


MORTALITY 
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Rev. Dr. Minot J. Savage of 
York delivered à sermon on May 14th 
on the the Society Psy- 
chical Research, as relates to proof of 
immortality. In respects it is 
the most remarkable and straightfor- 
ward statement of facts which that 
able minister has yet made touching 
his experiences with supra-mundane 
intelligence, and while his opinion 
and statement of facts are of little 
value to Spiritualists, who have gone 
over the ground, they are of immense 
importance when considered in their 
own channel with 
the congregation that listened to their 
utterance. No better evidence of the 
waning of theology and the passing 
of the doctrinaire is wanted than the 
utterance and reception of such facts 
and conclusions as Dr. Savage dis- 
closes. 

After describing the character of the 
work of the Society for Psychical Re- 
search, and questioning the reason- 
ableness of the assumption that im- 
mortality can not be proved, that be- 
lief in it must be received simply by 
faith, he went on to cite the positions 
of such men as Frederick W.H. Myers, 
who has published. his conclusions re- 
sulting from investigations as a mem- 
ber of the Society for Physical Re- 
search, that there is" no such thing as 
death, and that beyond question the 
so-called dead communicate with us, 
Professor Oliver J. Lodge, Dr. Hodg- 
son and others, Dr. Hodgson in par- 
ticular having fought the spirit hy- 
pothesis for years and finally being 
compelled by his facts to believe that 
those we call dead are alive. 


Dr. Savage concluded with the fol- 
lowing utterance. It is a long extract, 
but nu abridgement is permissible 
wunen RON Q NG temendo 
ruth of our comr mon immortal ty is so 
Saliently set forth from a leading 
Christian pulpit. We are ali aware 
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Phat at present is my own belief. I 
hold it dogmatically; if somebody 
an explanation for my facts 
I want only the truth. But 
at present as what a scientist 
‘provisional hypothesis,’ as an 
explanation for my facts until I 
a simpler and better one. That 
facts I know,and that these facts 
over the border nnd whisper in 
our ears the certainty of immortal life I 
ind I believe not on faith, not on 
of tradition, not for anything the 
snys I believe because a fact has 
and been handled by inyself—a 
fact which I can explain no other way. 

"And if it be true, friends, as I have told 
you before, there are no other problems 
on tlie face of the earth that need trouble 
us rhe moral problem as to whether 
God's government Is good and merciful or 
not Is of no account in the face of the cer- 
talnty of an immortal life and the chance 
of an immortal evolution The question ns 
to whether we are rich or poor Is of no ac- 
count; the question as to whether we are 
sick or well Is of no account; the question 
of loss of friends becomes diminished to a 
little temporary separation with the cer- 
tuinty of an everlasting union, Belleving 
htis, death is wiped out and an immortal 
career opens before, leading to the highest 
heights that imagination can conceive and 
suggesting that when we bave reached 
those, only something finer and better still 
remains." 
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ALEXANDER NIKOLAJEWITSCH 
AKSAKOF. 


Is a distinguished Russian scientist 
and Spiritualist. He was born in Re- 
piofka, Russia, in 1832, and educated 
for civil duty at the Royal Lyceum, 
St. Petersburg. It was while reading 
Swedenborg’s “Heaven and Hell” that 
his thought became turned in the di- 
rection of psychism and, like all 
thinkers, he drifted thence into Spir- 
itualism. Debarred the advocacy of 
his views in Russia, he went to Ger- 
many, and there translated Robert 
Hare's "Experimental Investigations" 
into the Russian language, and later 
A. J. Davis' works into the German. 
ro m poke e 
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A WORD TO WRITERS ON PHYS- 
ICAL PHENOMENA. 


We ask, for the benefit of the gen- 
eral reader, that reports of rare phe- 
nomena sent to this paper for publica- 
tion be attested to before a notary. 
This will aia immensely in carrying 
conviction. It does not cost much 
time and money to do this. We desire 
that these phenomena shall be made 
absolutely incontestable. Observers 
and writers will do us a favor by being 
explicit in their statements. Spiritual- 
ists know about these matters, but we 
are presenting our facts, let it be re- 
membered, to the skeptic, the unbe- 
liever and the scoffer. The Light of 
Truth goes all over the. world and it 
should bear in all cases the indisputa- 
ble truth of that which it sets forth. 
We want these accounts of phenom- 
ena, the more of them the better, but 
we want more than that the safe- 
guards thrown about them which will 
render them impervious to criticism. 
Where a statement of fact is made 
verify it by witnesses. Make it unan- 
swerable. 


The name Spiritualist should never 
be assumed by a man or woman un- 
less they are spiritual. The term 
Spiritist will stand better for what- 
ever knowledge they possess regarding 
communications from the other world. 
Spiritualism properly belongs to the 
realm of mental development or un- 
foldment. A knowledge of spirit re- 
turn does not always make one spirit- 
ually minded. It ought to, but it 
doesn’t. On the other hand many a 
beautiful soul shines and warms all 
within his or her environment, and yet 
they may have no knowledge what- 
ever of spirit return. The Spiritualist 
is the prayerful, reverent, grateful, 
earnest soul, wate mind’s eye. is ever 


POINTS. 


There should be no plea made for 
immortality. 

Most of the calamities of life are 
preventable, 

Be éareful what books are set be- 
fore children. 

Discussion is no evidence of wisdom. 
The wise man thinks. 

It is as senseless to be overcautious 
as it is to be overcredulous. 

The hoardings of a rich mind will 
outlast those of a rich pocket. 

There is a lion at bay in South 
Africa. His name is Oom Paul. 

If reason be put out of court there 
is no reason for believing anything. 

As a wig is worn to hide a bald 
place, so prudery is put on to cover a 
lack of virtue. 

Rev. Plumb, D. D., says Rev. B. 
Fay Mills and Ingersoll are twin 
prophets of evil. 

We ean not know much about the 
laws of matter until we know some- 
thing about the laws of mind. 

Dr. J. M. Peebles has returned from 
his sojoun in California and is again 
at his work in Battle Creek, Mich. 

Will somebody please write some- 
thing about the tailor-made man. We 
have heard enough about the tailor- 

made girl. 

The hope of the future lies in the 
broadening and deepening ot educa- 
tion, the education, too, which comes 
from experience and discipline. e 

A writer in the Edinburg 
Review declares that n 
orders of the stomach are really the 
results of the metabolie m idend c of 
bacteria in the intestines. bu 
will you be good? d 

A correspondent faquirm of | 
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THE QUINTESSENCE OF SPIRITUALISM. 


By William Danmar. 


The existing confusion in the use of many philo- 
sophical terms necessitates a definition of the prin- 
cipal terms which are to be used in this article, 

The term Spiritism as used in German and 
French, and in late years also extensively in English, 
signifles everything that is positively known about 
those beings in the second department of organic life 
whích were formerly called ghosts, and which in 
modern times, through Luther's wrong translation, 
have received the name of spirits. Spiritism is not 

a philosophical system of speculations, but an empir- 

-ical collection of all the mediumistic experiences and 
- positive knowledge of facts connected with the exist- 
ence of ghosts or spirits and of their perceptible man- 

| dfe: ions. Since all human knowledge is based on 
experience through the senses, Spiritism includes 
everything we positively know about the ghosts and 
excludes all speculations regarding them. 
Spiritualism, though, represents a philo- 


. —gophical system of metaphysical speculations which 


is no more concerned with the ghosts than with the 
world in general; it represents a speculative theory 
of the essence of the world and of its generation and 
It simply means, that the world is spiritual. 

But the use of the term has gone through three prin- 
cipal metamorphoses, which we will now follow up 
backwardly. The latest change took place in mod- 
ern times First, Luther identified the meanings of 
spirit and ghost by his mistaken translation, and 
then when the ghosts some 50 years ago really ap- 
peared, they were called spirits, and since those who 
ade their first acquaintance were believers in 
lism, the mere practice of mediumship 

ne kno’ of the ghosts’ existence and mani- 
pwas calle d oem; " which, there- 

this case s | for Spiritism, and is good 

S sm and believe in 
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ine Spiritualism is this: The active forces in nature 
(masculinity, heat in its various forms, paterity) is 
the real being which is behind (meta) nature (physis) 
and is, therefore, the metaphysical entity, while the 
passive forces, collected as materity, are but proper- 
ties or lower conditions of it. Some philosophers 
still maintain that cold is but a lower condition of 
heat, instead of accepting it as the opposite force to 
heat. Liquid air is now giving them a lesson. 

This active force, heat, coming mainly from the 
sun, the breathe or spiritus of the sungod, the spirit 
of the heavenly father which apparently created life, 
was supposed to be the creating element of the world, 
and, therefore, heat, the masculine force, received 
the symbolical name of spirit, of which matter was 
supposed to be a lower condition, which is an incon- 
sistency, because it makes the absolute relative and 
conditional. We understand today, that all the phil- 
osophical notions of humanity have been inducted 
from natural experiences. When the connection of 
the spiritualistic hypothesis with the sun was lost, 
and it was found that spirit or heat was everywhere 
to a higher or lower degree, it was made the omni- 
present entity of the world, but since the conception 
of heat as a force did not exist, the old symbolical 
name "spirit" (breathe of the sungod) was main- 
tained, and also the idea that this spirit was the 
world-father, the creator of all things who generated 
them out of himself (not out of nothing) without 
there being a world-mother (matter) except as a 
brancn of him. 

In this extreme form genuine Spiritualism was 
truly monistic, having but one unitary world-entity; 
namely, spirit, It was in every way the opposite ex- 
treme to materialism, for which reason these phil- 
osophies are termed extremisms. They are not as 
harmless as philosophers are supposed to be, because 
they had a great meaning in human life. The human 
fathers considered themselves as representatives of 
the world-spirit and treated the women as lower 
beings; yet the latter have always been and are still 
the most ardent adherents of Spiritualism, because 
their nature is wanting the spiritual force; to them 

: it is- about. love itself, while the men are inclined 


K 


el like inus with B Heratelltog, 


Formerly spirit was a force in nature, but with 
this metamorphosis it bet 
above nature supernatural 
the Spiritualists turned away from “low” nature, 
the natural sciences to their supernatural abstract 
imaginary world of fantastic nothingness This super- 

naturalism became the misfortune of true philosophy 
(explanation of nature) causing its decline and the 
Dark Ages. We have it still among us, because any 
attempts to separate the psychical and physical or 
natural belong to it. “Too natural to be true,” 80 
often heard in seance rooms, comes from this super- 
natural Spiritualism. Naturalism requires that mind 
belongs to nature and has a bodily basis. The ghosts 
have minds, but are not minds, for they are no 
abstractions but real bodies. 

The fact that I have locked up ghosts with glass 
plates must settle this matter finally, because ab- 
stracted unphysical minds, if such could exist, could 
not be insulated with glass. 

The altered Spiritualism (idealism) did not only 
turn away from nature, leaving the real substance 
of the world to materialism, which called it “matter,” 
but actually became the enemy cf the natural sciences, 
always afraid that the facts, as found, may be ex- 
plained in a natural or physical way, instead of in 
the supernatural or idealistic, which was really no 
explanation at all. 


Another peculiarity of this Spiritualism is its 
confusion of the ethical and metaphysical. Concep- 
tions like the good and the bad, the just and the 
unjust, etc., which have been abstracted from social 
relations, are relative to individual or collective {n- 
terests and depending on the standpoint of the judge, 
are, therefore, limited within society or even within 
a nation or class or sex, etc., and lose their meaning 
when applied beyond those limits, were extended into 
physics and metaphysics. As the chemist knows no 
dirt (substances at the wrong place) so the meta- 
physicist knows no good or bad, but i natare ated 
Where absolute law is ruling, like in nature, there 
can be no good or bad. The oS RN i 
evolution produce higher organisms anl yet is cru- 
elty and injustice itself if judged trom the standpoint 
e to die ontd t. It herefore 


omething outside and 
Accordingly, 


and 


ame 
entity 
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Editor Light of Truth: I am well 
aware that your most excellent paper 
is not a political one, not a partisan 
publication. You publish a journal de- 
voted to advanced thought along the 
lines of Spiritualism, science and re 
ligion, but which is not averse to the 
publication of any thought looking to 
the betterment of the condition of the 
masses in a physical as well as a Spir- 
itual point of view. 

The physical and the spiritual well- 
being of man are, in this stage of our 
existence, and inseparable. What- 
ever benefits the one benefits the oth- 
er; and whatever injures the one in- 
jures the other. If politics has no busi- 


one 


ness with Spiritualism, Spiritualism 
certainly has some business with pol- 
ities. 


Every man and woman should be- 
come a politician in the pure and true 
sense of the term. Unadulterated, un- 
biased, honest and intelligent politics 
should enter into the curriculum of ev- 
ery school, college and university in 
this and all other countries. American 
politico-economics should be studied 
by us all with the same freedom from 
bias or prejudice that we would study 
astronomy, anatomy or physiology. 
The great question of the hour is: 
What is the best course to pursue to 
secure the best temporal and, there- 
fore, the best spiritual good of the 
masses of this country? The recent 
election in Toledo very significantly 
expreses the fact that partisan politics 
in that city has had its day—Mayor 
Jones, the independent candidate for 
re-election, who openly favored city 
ownership of such public utilities as 
the gasworks, electric lights, street- 
cars, waterworks, etc., having received 


16,752 votes, or 9,337 votes more than 
ne combined vote fo; his Republican 
and Democratic opponents. This 


means that corrupt, ward-bumming 
politics must go from Toledo, at least. 
It means that the intelligence of the 


average in that city has- 
CONI TII E 

-— selfish ends W. SINE JU 
to vote good of the whole—- 
- what is "the greatest good to the great- 


est number." 

I would be glad. to have the roues 
of your esteemed paper forget that they 
are Democrats, Republicans, Populists, 
Prohibitionists, or partisans of any 
political character whatever, and offer 
their opinions upon the questions of 
the day as simply citizens of these 
ee United States. Here are a few 
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11. Would a progressive income tax  tificates would relleve this famine of paper 
be a good public policy? money. In answer, I am informed that, 
5 , E just as soon as the treasury resumed the 
12. Would the single tax be good issue of certificates, $100,000,000 of gold 


public policy? 

13. Should not the war revenue law 
be repealed, now that the war is over? 

14. Would the free coinage of silver 
at 16 to 1, or at any other ratio, be con- 
ducive to the publie good? 

15. Is our present national banking 
system conducive to the best interests 
of the masses of this country? 

16. What benefit would be derived 
fróm postal savings banks? 

17. Is the issue of money by private 
banking corporations good public pol- 
icy? Would state banks of issue be in 
harmony with the best national policy? 

18. What will be the most import- 
ant issue in the national campaign of 
1900? 

19. Is the merit system of civil serv- 
ice as distinguished from the spoils 
system conducive to the public good? 

20. If the spoils system of patronage 
was entirely and permanently abolish- 
ed, would we as a people make greater; 
more rapid and intelligent progression 
politically, morally and religiously? 

21. Would it be possible to ter- 
minate the power of a political party 
when rejected by the people; end the 
auction sales of senatorships; make an 
entire separation of state issues from 
national politics, and secure honest 
state government by electing our Unit- 
ed States senators by the people, in- 
stead of by our legislatures? 

22. Would it be better for the nation 
to require the votes of two-thirds of 
the supreme court judges to declare a 
law unconstitutional? 

23. What per cent of drunkenness, 
crime, suicide, insanity and pauperism 
is due to the increased struggle for ex- 
istence of the masses? 

24. What are the causes, direct and 
indirect, of thi reased struggle for 
existence? - Vini cancd. *» a ws " 

25. To what extent is the notable 
decrease in. the size of the American - 


coin would be deposited in the vaults and 
certificates taken therefor. These certifi- 
eates would be used by the banks as a re- 
serve and in the large operations of the 
clearing house. This use would release the 
greenbacks now held for that purpose, and 
add millions to the supply of paper cur- 
rency. In this connection it may be 
said that the effort to force gold coin 
on the people 1s a fallure. They don't want 
coin; they do want paper money, and if 
the treasury does not supply this want its 
refusal may be made an issue in the next 
presidential campaign. 

32. Why did Carnegie sell out his 
immense interests in this country? 
Does he see any kind of “handwriting 
on the wall” of America’s unrest? 

33. How long will it be until the 
great greed, avarice and injustice as 
represented by the great trusts and 
monopolies in this country reacts upon 
them to their utter destruction? 

34. Why does not the pulpit 
throughout Christendom take up the 
cause of the poor, oppressed masses 
against the injustice of the rich and 
powerful? " 

These are questions which are cer- 
tainly of the times in which we live 
and demand the earnest consideration 
of our people. H. V. SWERINGEN. 


WHO IS 


Women as well as men are 
made miserable by kidney 
TO and bladder trouble. Dr. 
Kilmer’s Swamp-Root, the 
BL AME great kidney remedy, 
* promptly cures, At drug- 
gists in fifty cent and dollar sizes. You 
may have a sample bottle by mail free, 
also pamphlet telling all about it and its 
wonderful cures. Address Dr. Kilmer & 
Co., Binghamton, N. Y. 


Dr. Fellows, 
Vineland, N. Js 


family, and in the number Ki | 
riages due to the increased 
for existence? 


26. Would it be wise to eatablish. a 
E o 9t pou on the appraised 
corporation's working 

pant? "T 


27 ay it be wise to replace the 
national bank and treasury notes with A BOO 
a national non-interest bearing time- ; 
note currency, not over $50, De 
which to be redeemed in any one ye 

28. Was it the banking ir te 
icc silver? 

Which would be the wiser plan: 
ina the government to go out of the 
banking business or the banks to go 
out of the governing business? about 

30. Are the bankers of this country - ; 
living off of the interest. EM is 
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| RE FIELD AT A GLANCE: 


E. W. Emerson has been working in 
Boston and Foxboro, Mass., of late. 

Miss Margaret Gaule will be at 
Briggs Park. Grand Rapids, the last 
week in July. à 

Mrs. Jean Orr Weber will lecture for 
the 43d Street Bible Spiritual church, 
Chicago, June 4th. 

The Boston Spiritual Temple will 
open in October, 1899, with Mr. F. A. 
Wiggin as speaker and medium. 

The Friends of Human Progress will 
hold their annual picnic at Forrest 
Temple, North Collins, N. Y., June 3 
and 4. 

The Gurley cottage at Mt. Pleasant 
Park Camp, Clinton, Iowa, has been 
purchased by Mrs. Georgia Gladys 
Cooley. 

Mrs. Dr. Carr was elected president 
of the First Spiritualist Church soci- 
ety of Columbus, O., at the recent an- 
nual meeting. 

G. W. Kates and wife remain in 
Grand Rapids until July 12, and take 
part in the camp meeting at Briggs 
Park, which will hold all of July. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Hermeister of 206 S. 
9th street, Richmond, Ind., is said to 
be a fine magnetic healer. She has 
been such for 23 years and has been 
successful. 

Mrs. N. D. Miller Wilcox, the well 
known medium for materialization 
and slate writing, who has been rest- 
ing in Philadelphia for a time, is ex- 
pected in New York about June Ist. 

The eran or ES S. Beach, 


LOW i -PAT- 
Wi l e r or 1 c en 


an Tunprinciblel medhim Ny in pris- 
on, has been annulled by a New York 
court. 


Mrs. Eddy, of Christian Science 
fame, has sued the proprietors of the 
Arena in the sum of ten thousand dol- 
lars damages for printing a picture of 
that lady which she claims was copy- 
ege 
v. Henry Frank of the Metropol- 
Independent church of New 
York city is instituting a psychical 
i arch club at an initiatory fee of 
fiv dollars, and has already over one 


hundred members, 
an T. Ripley has the following 
engagements. Sundays of June, at Ox- 


ford, Ohio; July 14th to 25th, at Oma- 
ha, eb., spiritual camp meeting. Can 
engaged all of August at camp 
meetings or grove meetings or halls. 
E. W. Sprague writes: My camp 
meeting dates for the coming season 
ot all taken; parties wishing our 
rv! ices as lecturer and platform test 
nedium please address 600 East 2nd 
et, Jamestown, N. Y. 


E Wed Hi ied 
illiams is 8 pres- 


“pl 
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be engaged. Correspondence desired.— 
D. L. Haines, Sec. 

The Connecticut Spiritualist Camp- 
meeting association at Niantic camp 
grounds, season of. 1899, will begin 
June 26 and close Sept. 9. The speak- 
ers and mediums are Miss Lizzie Har- 
low, Mrs. M. S. Pepper, Mr. F. A. Wig- 
gin, Mrs. Helen L. P. Russegue, Mr. J. 
Frank Baxter, Mr. J. Clegg Wright, 
Mr. W. W. Hicks, Mrs. Nettie Holt 
Harding. 

Will C. Hodges' itinerary is as fol- 
lows: June 27 to July 3, at Ottawa, 
Kan.; July 15 to 22, at Lake Brady, 
Ohio; July 24 to Aug. 7, at Franklin, 
Neb.; Aug. 11 to 27, at Delphos, Kan. 
He has open dates from July 5 to 15, 
and is open for engagements in any 
locality for the fall and winter 
months. Address for dates and terms, 
40 Loomis street, Chicago, Ill. 

A Chattanooga, Tenn., newspaper 
speaks thus of Mrs. Prior's lecture: 
"The ideas advanced were so novel 
and -unexpected that many of the 
thinkers present were taken complete- 
ly by surprise. This scribe has lis- 
tened to the utterances of many of the 
best pulpit orators, and it is only jus- 
tice to say that the efforts of Mrs. 
Prior last night equaled anything ever 
heard from the former source." 

Briggs Park, the new camp ground 
at Grand Rapids, Mich., is a beautiful 
grove of ten acres, two blocks from 
street car lines and less than four 
blocks from Michigan Soldiers' Home, 
and two blocks from the North Park 
pavilion. It has excellent spring 

water. 'The street cars will bring vis- 
itors from depot to the grounds for 5 
cents. Take “Taylor” street cars. The 
camp meeting begins July 2, closes 
July 30. 

ae Ata Mita ve of Cini 


t bea Lut ful 


(] ue illus 14 ated” 
Knight of Pythias and their ladies at 
the Auditorium in this city last Tues- 
day, the lecture beimg one of the at- 
tractions, and certainly the main one, 
in connection with the Grand Lodge 
convention. It was illustrated with 
over 100 calcium light pictures of 
prominent knights and their work. Dr. 
Horman was introduced by Hon. Wal- 
ter B. Richie of Lima, 0. 

Spiritualism has taken a deep hold 
of the people here in Detroit. We have 
been blessed with many mediums and 
a few speakers. Recently we had the 
pleasure of listening to Bro. ses 
Hull in connection with the ordina- 
tion of Dr. Burrows. Mr. Hull worked 


[lecture ^ DelOre thi 


himself right into the hearts of the 


people, his discourses were well re- 
ceived, new thoughts were given to a 


great many. Things were made plain 


in reference to the Bible that have 
started many on the road to investiga- 
tion. He had scarcely shaken the dust 
of the city before another luminary 
appeared in the person of Mrs Maggie 
Waite. Detroit had never had the 


mot he this lady befi 
Pera here ET 


but ] 


spi secon ms her marvel- 


STOMACH TROUBLES 


Of All Kinds 


Are being cured daily by the 
famous Psychic and Physician known for years as the Celebrated Independent 
Slate writer, 

DR. C. E. WATKINS. 

In fact his success in curing Disease of the Stomach hes given him the name in 

ton as 

THE STOMACH SPECIALIST. 
He is constantly at work all day Jong, and often into the wee hours of night for 
the good of his patients; trusting no hired help but giving his own personal at- 
tention to the diagnosing of each case and the preparing and putting up of all 
medicine, He treats all 

CHRONIC DISEASES Z::2"^ 
Success. 


Write him, sending your Age, Sex and Leading Symptom. His ad- 
dress 406 Massachusetts Ave., "Boston, Mass, 
After Feburary 1, 1899, his Sanitarium at Ayer, Mass., will be open again 


to recelve patients, "Send all letters to 


Dr. C. E. Watkins, 


406 Massachusetts Ave., 
BOSTON, MASS. 


ONLY A POSTAL CARD 


Is needed to send for à sams 
plecopy ofthe . . 


ABLEST, 
BRIGHTEST, 

MOST PRACTICAL, 
MOST PROGRESSIVE 


Weekly Political Journal in 
the United States . . . 


The American Nonconformist 


Is 20 years old and has some of the ablert contri- 
outors to ita columns. Among them are Hon. 
John Davis; ex-member of Congress from Kan- 
sas, B. O. Flower of Boston, F. J. Van Vorhis of 
Indiana, Eltweed Pomeroy of N. J. and others. 
The Editor of the *Nonconformist," Mr © Vin: 
cent, is one of the “Vincent Boys" who made the 
first hot fight for reform in Kansas in the latter 
eighties and early nineties. His face was includ- 
m in the group of Ce at reformers pictured in 


m tte Republic” shee MN 


i hal circulation in for! ‘ates and Tere 


"Hieron: -Price $1 s year. 3m for sample copy. 
The American Nonconformist, 
629 S, 13th St.. Omaha, Nebraska 


PROSPERO. 


The opening scene is Nature's over- 
ture to the human drama. The storm- 
swept play of Creation's bass notes; 
the swift white flash of the lightning's 
eye; the awful roar and crash of the 
cosmic artillery. "Blow, till thou 
burst thy wind, if room enough." 

Underneath, a boat swinging in the 
darkness of illimitable chaos, the 
darkness of frenzy. “Hell is empty and 


all the devils are here." 


Prospero is the most kingly, as well 
as the most tenderly human of 
Shakespeare's men. 

His power over others, and over Na- 
ture, and over the spirits of air and 
water, are the natural outcome of his 
power over himself. He is the type 

"Of those that eye to eye shall look 
On knowledge; under whose command 


Is earth and earth's, and in thelr hand 
Is Nature like an open book." 


His one fault Ps neglecting his king- 


ppear " AR Pe 


ine AN SUT AL MAS 


College of Fine Forces. 


(Formerly New York College of Magnetics). 
The students of this college represent four ccn- 
tinents, and half of them are physicians, medical 
professors, or clergymen. Hudson Tuttle, the 
well-known $uthor, calis this college "An insti 
tute of refine therapeutics, which is fast becom- 
ing of world-wide fame. and attracting students 
from many countries. It buildson exact science, 
and includesthe magnetic, electric, chemical, so. 
lar, snd spiritual forces which underlie every 
thing. Itscourse can be taken at home, and & 
diploma conferring the title of D M. (Doctor of 
Magnetics) granted. Dr. Babbittis author of sey 

eral books on the subject. 

! ne college is chartered, and confersthe title of 
D.M. ons handsome diploma. Send — tor cir- 
cular to E. D. BABBITT, M. D., LL ean. 263 
Sovth Broadway, Los Angeles Galiforuis 


DR. J. S. LOUCKS 


Is the oldest and most successful Clairvoyant 
Physician in practice; his cures are astonishing 
Send him name, age. sex, lock of hair andécents 
in stamps and get & correct diagnosis of your 
case and he will treat you for $2 a month. Cuies 
sare made after others have failed. He has a 


arren St., Stonek 


—— 
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THE NOTED MEDIUN TOR i 
Independent Slate - Writing, Etc. 


Gives Seances Daily from 10 s. m, to 4 p. m 


FRED. P. EVANS, The Occult Book Sto. 
103 W. 42d 8t., New York City. 


DO YOU NEED HELP? 


0} Great hel business. 
ort time only we wil! give one month's trial 
treatment, y 
10, 


ESMERISM, VITAL prm POW- 
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Free 
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ic Temple, Chicago, Ill. 
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Mis Address 
ANGI B. LATHROP, 122 High 8t., Belfast, Me, 


WAR WITH THE SLUM. 


Phe lum complaint had been chron 


ic in all ages, but the great change: 
nineteenth century saw, th« 
industry, political 


acute 


which the 
new 
brought on an attack which 
Too many 
built as our 
universal suf- 
frage, it proof against the 
complaints that harassed older states; 
but in fact it turned out that there was 
extra hazard in that. Having solemn- 
ly resolved that all men 
equal and have certain 
rights, among them life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness, we shut our 
eyes and waited for the formula to 
work. It was as if a man with a cold 
should take the doctor's prescription 
to bed with him, expecting it to 
cure him. The formula was all 
right, but merely repeating it worked 
no cure. When, after a hundred years, 
we opened our eyes, it was upon sixty 
cents a day as the living wage of the 
workingwoman in our cities; upon 
"knee pants".at forty cents a dozen for 
the making; upon the potter's field 
taking tithe of our city life, ten per 
cent each year for the trench, truly the 
lost tenth of the slum. Our country 
had grown great and rich; through our 
ports was poured food for the millions 
of Europe. But in the back streets 
multitudes huddled in ignorance and 
want. Political freedom we had won; 
hut the problem of helpless poverty 
grown vast with the added offscourings 
of the Old World, mocked us, unsolved. 
Liberty at sixty cents a day set pres- 
ently its stamp upon the government 
of our cities, and it became the scandal 
and the peril of our political system. 
Flushed with the success of many 
victories, we challenged the slum to a 
fight to the finish a year ago, and bade 


threatened to become fatal. 
of us had supposed that, 
commonwealth was on 


would be 


are created 


inalienable 


fought the bravest and best. : 

who marshaled the citizen forces for 
their candidate had been foremost in 
building homes at] i 


the peopl 


study and effort to the cause of hi 
their fellow men. Shoulder to sho 


| and 


7 


freedom, 
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them. We 
headway, 


have made, are making 
Tammany has the 
She knows it, too, 
and is in such frantic haste to fill her 
pockets while she has time that she 
her old ally, the tax 
rate, and the pretense of making bad 
Eovernment cheap government. She is 
at this moment engaged in raising 
taxes and assessments at one and the 
same time to an unheard-of figure, 
while salaries are being increased lav- 
ishly on every hand. We can afford 
to pay all she charges us for the lesson 
learning. If to that we add 
common we shall discover the 
bearings of it all without trouble. Yes- 
terday I picked up a book—a learned 
disquisition on government—and read 
on the title page, “Affectionately dedi- 
cated to all who despise politics." 'That 
was not common sense. To win the 
battle with the slum, we must not be- 
gin by despising politics. We have 
been doing that too long. The politics 
of the slum is apt to be like the slum 
itself, dirty. 'Then it must be cleaned. 
It is what the fight is about. Politics 
is the weapon. We must learn to use 
it so as to cut straight and sure. That 
is common sense, and the golden rule 
as applied to Tammany.—Jacob A. 
Riis. 


and no 


power to stop us. 


has abandoned 


we are 
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“Cultivation of Personal 
Magnetism ” 

A Treatise on Human Culture. 
Price $1.00, . 
The Only Popular Ireatise of Its Kind. 


This treatise reverses the common belief that 
PERSONAL MAGNETiSM, LIFE FOROE 
and MIND FORCE can not be cultivated and 
acquired. Itis a COMPI.EPE COURSE OF 
INSTRUCTIONS that will enable all who pos- 
seas them, to becom: puweríully magnetis 
LEROY BERRIER Pvesident Jnetitute of 
Human Cuiture, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
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RESURRECTION OF JESUS—An Agnon- 
tie's View, By Don Allen. Price 40 cents, 


Wais- PSYCHOMETRIC DICTIONARY — A defl- 
nition of the Influences percelved by gen- 
sitives, by the author of “Higher 
Realms." 25 cents. 

PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY AND MOD- 
PRN SPIRITUALISM — Crowell, Price 
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value $2 


seen 

Emperor of 

X,000 for two 

king cups with handles 

rhe honor of its discovery is given 
to the Egyptians, from whom we sup- 
pose other nations learned the art of 
manufacturing it 

We say glass! But what a wonderful 
substance, sO solid and yet so transpar- 
ent; made so as to admit the light of 
the sun and exclude the violence of 
the wind. -By its aid all things from 
stars and planets to the tiny insects, 
mighty world is a delicate 
flower cup, are brought within our 
range of vision, so that we may be- 
come familiar with their laws and 
habits. And, then, the human eye, 
how it aids it in all its varied respects. 
Do you not wonder how people could 
have lived without it? d 

Before glass was discovered win- 
dows were made of white cloth, oiled 
paper and lattice work. The first sheet 
of window glass was found at the close 
of the third century, the art was lost, 
and was again invented by Abraham 
Therat, in Paris, 1688. It is known 
that manufacturing commenced in 
England as early as 674. Much has 
been written on the subject of malle- 
able glass, but that such a thing ever 
existed there are grave doubts. 

France has always taken the lead, 
and today manufactures the finest 
plate glass known. 

Glass was introduced into America 
in 1790 by Robert Hewes, a citizen of 
' Boston; so we see it was not manu- 
factured in the United States until lit- 
tle more than one hundred years ago. 
The first successful one was established 
at Crystal City, near St. Louis, Mo., 
Known as the Crystal City Glass 
Works. SCHOOLGIRL. 
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DUBITABLE TEST. 


To the Editor: Touching the state- 
ment, in effect, of Wm. E. Robinson, 
that all slate writing is fraudul 
character, I wish to say, with Mr. Ly 
man C. Howe, in your issue of the 20th 
inst, that I know better. I had two 
large slates cleaned, fastened and se- 
cured by an intelligent, honest com- 
mittee, so that they could not possibly 
be opened without their knowing it. 
"They were tied, the knots sealed, post- 


age stamps were sealed around the 
and the slates wrapped in heav; 
d rubber bands put arounc 

with sealing wax. I took 

Mr. Keeler, in Wash- 
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Wilkin, Perry MoeKain, Sarah Park, 
inna Nabb, Charles L. Bell, Warren 
Bell, Emily Bell and Ham Sutton. 

These persons, except Warren Bell 
and Emily Bell, a half brother and a 
half sister of mine, and who died be- 
fore I was born, I knew well in this 
life, 

The handwriting of John Schofield, 
John Littlefield, Ham Sutton, Will 
Wilkins and Perry A. McKain on 
these slates is exactly similar to their 
handwritings when alive, and a gen- 
tleman well acquainted with the writ- 
ing of Anna Nabb says he recognizes 
it as exactly like hers. 

There was but one piece of pencil, 
and that white, placed between the 
slates by the committee. I know that 
no mortal hand wrote or could have 
written those letters; and I know that 
Mr. Keeler had no more to do with it 
than I did. Let those explain it who 
can. 

The alleged explanation of Mr. Rob- 
inson is utterly absurd, and shows 
that he is pitiably ignorant of the sub- 
ject he essays to discuss. Mr. Robinson 
should investigate before essaying to 
write a book. Very truly yours, 

H. C. BELL. 

Springfield, Ill, May 18, 1899. 
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Superbly issued, royal 8vo, with over 200 engravings and colored plates. 
Price $8 or $6.32 with postage or expressage, Price in massive half-Russia 


binding, 75 cents extra 
‘An imposing volume of nearly 600 pages. Shows a great amount of re- 


search on the part of the author. 
Libraries.” —N, Y. Herald. 


HUMAN CULTURE AND 


In six parts, four parts being already issued. Price for each, postpaid, 75 cents. 


PART |. The Philosophy of Cure, including Methods and Instruments. 


“The ‘Principles of Light and Color’ is in every respect masterly, and ‘Hu- 
man Culture and Oure’ appears to be no less remarkable," —Dr. Pascal, 12 
Rue Picot, Toulon, France. . 


PART Il. Marriage, Sexual Development and Social Upbuilding. 

“The usual heavy volumes issued by medical authors do not contain a tithe 
of the practical information that is included in Dr, Babbitt’s work."—J. O. 
Underhill, Chicago. 


PART Ill and IV in one volume, postpaid at $1.60. 


Covers wonderful ground, including Mental Science, Phreno-Physiognomy, 
Psychometry, Hypnotism, (explained for the first time), Clairvoyance, Nerv- 
ous Force, Insanity, ete, i 


HEALTH AND POWER, 
“Worth its weight in diamonds," Price 28 cents. 


Religion as Revealed by the Material and Spiritual Universe. 
378 pp., illustrated; postpaid, cloth, 82c,; paper, 88 "cents, 
“It proclaims a most beautiful and glorious gospel. If all could be lead to 
believe in such a gospel, the worla would be almost infinitely better than now 
—Dr. 0. O. Stoddard, Philadelphia. 
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A System of Philosophy, Concerning its Law, Nature and Unfoldment: 
It is a system of inspired teachings concerning Divinity, especially how to. 
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mystical science. To the student it will prove to be of priceless value, - 
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Boston may have a second subway. 

Arbitration is the plan most popular 
at the peace conference, 

It costs $600,000 to build a first-class 
steamer for coastwise service. 

Mlle. Rhea, the actress, died in 
Montmorency, France. 

American prospectors are scouring 
over Cuba for valuable mineral de- 
posits. 2 

The 80th anniversary of Queen Vic- 
toria’s birthday was celebrated on the 
24th ult. 

The Spanish cruiser Reina Mercedes, 
raised at Santiago, arrived at Cape 
Henry, Va. 

In 18 of the larger cities the increase 
on building operations in March was 28 
per cent. over March, 1898. 

The steamer Paris stranded on the 

. Manaeles in sight of the wreck of the 
ill-fated Mohegan. No lives lost. 

The production of wire rods increas- 
ed in the United States from 279,769 
tons in 1889 to 1,071,683 tons in 1898. 

) Two Antartic expeditions, one got- 
ten up by German geographers and by 

- English enthusiasts, will soon sail. 

| Three steamers are to be built by the 
Japanese govern ment to ply between 
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LIGHT WANTED 

To the Editor—I am very curious to 
learn the basis of calculation by which 
Charles Dawbarn reckons the vibra- 
tions of a mortal brain to be 1000 
beats per second, with the possibil- 
ity of increase in a medium to 1500, 
and the normal increase at death in 
the spirit brain to 2000. 

If there are "facts" which carry with 
them the destruction of memory at 
death of the body, they ought to be 
susceptible of clear demonstration. 

I can readily understand that the 
vibration—I think pulsation would be 
a better word—the life motion- of the 
spirit brain, is higher, in the average, 
after transition than before. 

But the concensus of testimony by 
spirits, through the most trustworthy 
mediums, flatly contradicts his theory 
that memory is thereby destroyed or 
even dimmed. 

Now against all this evidence are 
we bound to take a mere theory as con- 
clusive? Is a theory founded on a few 
abnormal facts, and Many failures in 
mediumship, worth more than all the 
real literature of Spiritualism up to 


date? 

I have sought light upon this sub- 
ject where some of these startling the- 
ories had their first airing, but thus 
far I have failed of a hearing. Now I 
will be greatly obliged if Light of 

- Truth will find room for this simple 
request and the elucidation thereof. 
Perhaps "Common Sense" ought to 
make it clear to me, but he has not. 
.J. MARION GALE. 


And ask yourse n sorrow 

If "I want" doth defile. | 
Is this fine raiment needed? 

These mansions grand and high? 
Doth not the God of Nature 

Say man shall surely die? _ 


And if the form must perish - 


«An excellent magazine, diversified, practical, and reliable, with high 
aims and large promise."— The Congregationalist, Boston, Mass. 
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B. O. FLOWER AND MRS. C. K. REIFSNIDER. 


THE COMING AGE is a magazine witha mission, working for a nobler 
civilization, It appeals to heart and head, and teaches how to enjoy bealth through 
rational living, how to think broadly and live nobly, thus affording that triple cul- 
ture so much demanded at the present time. There are scores of magazines which 
cater merely to the intellect, seeking to entertain, amuse, and incidently instruct 


the reader. THE COMING AGE appeals pre-eminently to the spiritual or moral 
energies of the reader. It believes that the elevation and happiness of the nation 


can be best conserved by stimulating life on the higher planes of emotion. While 

ever keeping in view its high and definite mission, this magazine is bright, interest- 
ing and thoroughly up to date. It will interest every member of the fons circle 

each issue containing, in addition to the conversations and essays, biographical 
arantee of the 


sketches, original fiction, and other popular features. No better 
exceptional value and interest of this magazine Is needed than a glance over the fol- 
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